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23 — Water-Oriented Recreation and Tourism

While the topic of water-oriented recreation and
tourism is presented specifically on these pages,
it should be noted that the 2 topics which follow on
pages 66 to 69 are also associated with water-
oriented recreation and tourism, both physically and
economically. The 3 topics should therefore be read
in conjunction to obtain a comprehensive view of
water-oriented tourism and recreation in Ontario.

Water is abundant everywhere in the province, from
calm, clear lakes to rushing streams and impressive
waterfalls. The landforms vary from long, sandy
beaches to high cliffs and arctic tundra. The Great
Lakes provide 5300 km of mainland shoreline and
4,700 km of island shoreline, most of which is
available for recreation, in addition to the shorelines
on thousands of inland lakes and rivers. Numerous
species of fish, waterfowl and other wildlife are
found throughout the province.

Parks are an obvious first choice for many vaca-
tioners. There are 4 national parks and 139 provin-
cial parks in Ontario. Many of these are oriented
toward water-based recreation, in particular swim-
ming, canoeing, boating and fishing. Those which
provide water-based activities are shown on the
map opposite.

In addition, particularly in the southern part of the
province, 209 conservation areas provide facilities
for water-based recreation and are within easy
reach of urban areas. These conservation areas are
summarized in Figure 231.
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23.1 Conservation Areas With Water-Oriented
Facilities by Drainage Basin

Canoeing and boating are important activities in
Ontario. Although it is now purely recreational,
canoeing was, at one time, the prime mode of
transportation. It was ideally suited to a land in which
water routes were abundant but had variable
navigational conditions, and where land crossings
(portages) between water routes were often difficult,
precluding the use of a heavier craft. Ontario’s cur-
rently recognized recreational canoe routes and
canoeing areas are shown on the map, together
with the locations of whitewater canoeing areas.

The most popular charted waterways for pleasure
boating are also shown. In addition to the Great
Lakes system, there are 2 canal systerns now used
primarily by pleasure craft. The Trent-Severn Canal
system links Lake Huron with Lake Ontario and the
Rideau Canal links Kingston on Lake Ontario with
Ottawa on the Ottawa River. Over 240 000 pleasure
boats used the Trent-Severn canal system in 1983.

Pleasure boating includes both sailing and power
boating. Facilities are provided at federal harbours
and privately owned marinas across the province.
The numbers and distribution of these facilities,
summarized in Figure 23.2, give an indication of the
importance of pleasure boating across Ontario.
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23.2 Pleasure Boating Facilities by Drainage Basin

With regard to the overall aspects of water-oriented
recreation in Ontario, the following observations can
be made.

- Water-oriented parks are generally well distributed
across the road-accessible portions of the pro-
vince. A large wilderness park located in the far
north on Hudson Bay provides a coastal/tundra
preserve of major significance.

— Conservation areas with facilities for water-based
recreation are concentrated in the Lakes Ontario,
Erie and southern Lake Huron regions in the

southern part of the province, and are readily ac-
cessible from major urban areas.

- Canoe routes are well distributed over much of
the province, with major concentrations in the
areas east of Georgian Bay and north of Lakes
Huron and Superior. Several significant
wilderness routes are available in the far north of
the province.

- Pleasure boating facilities are concentrated
primarily on the Lake Huron/Georgian Bay
shoreline and inland waters, and to a lesser ex-
tent on the shoreline and inland waters in the Lake
Ontario/St. Lawrence River drainage basins.

The nature and distribution of the many water-based
recreation areas in Ontario create a strong focus for
tourism. As a result, there is a demand for many
types of service facilities including campgrounds,
motels, restaurants and stores for boating, diving
and fishing equipment and supplies.
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24 — Cottaging

Privately owned cottages are a significant feature
of water-based recreation in Ontario. In 1976, ap-
proximately 195000 Ontario households owned
vacation homes with an estimated total value of
1 billion dollars. Most cottage owners desire to have
direct access to water for all forms of water-based
recreation, therefore the impact of cottaging on
Ontario’s water resources cannot be ignored.

Use was made of a published study and related in-
formation to present cottaging density on a county
basis in southern Ontario, for the year 1979, as
shown on the map opposite. The cottaging
dominance of the counties south and east of
Georgian Bay is evident. A more detailed analysis
of cottaging would show a concentration of cottages
on major waterways and shorelines of the lower
Great Lakes.

Since the availability of new cottaging areas in
southern Ontario is declining, the northern and
eastern parts of the province are now experienc-
ing cottaging growth. Northern Ontario counties,
however, are not shown on the map since the
average density of cottages is less than 0.1 per
km? and there is a limited cottage inventory. Some
significant cottaging growth has developed in the
Lake of the Woods area, along the north shore of
Lake Huron and northeast of Sudbury.

In the northern part of the province, hunting and
fishing camps have been developed on inland lakes
and rivers where the access is generally by float-
or ski-equipped planes.

The extensive development of cottages and dock-
ing facilities in the province requires the careful con-
trol of lake levels, particularly southeast of Georgian
Bay, and the maintenance and operation of approx-
imately 300 dams across the province.

The sharp climatic distinctions between seasons in
Ontario results in cottaging being a predominantly
summer activity. The published study referred to
above compiled cottage use on a monthly basis as
summarized in Figure 24.1. Eighteen per cent of an-
nual cottage use occurs in August, with June, July
and September ranging from 13 to 16 per cent. It
is important to note that cottages are used to a
limited extent throughout the winter months.

Cottaging creates a seasonal need for various kinds
of support services and retail outlets which is im-
portant to the province’'s economy. This importance
will increase as cottaging growth continues and
winter use is extended.
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25 — Fish and Wildlife

Fishing in Ontario is of considerable importance
both commercially and recreationally. In 1980, some
27 000 tonnes of fish were landed by the province’s
commercial fishing industry, and an estimated 95
million fish were caught by sports fishing enthusiasts
from both inside and outside the province.

A published study of sport fishermen and statistics
on commercial fishing were used to derive the in-
formation shown in Figure 25.1. The importance of
Lake Erie to the commercial fishing industry is evi-
dent. For sport fishing, the waters inland from the
Great Lakes shoreline in southern Ontario are the
most important, followed by Lake Erie and the nor-
thern inland waters.

Ontario’s commercial fishing landings were 41 per
cent of the total landings from the Great Lakes in
1977. If Lake Michigan fish landings are excluded,
since no landings from that lake are recorded for
Ontario, Ontario's landings represented 74 per cent
of the landings from the remaining Great Lakes in
that year On an individual lake basis, Ontario
landings varied from 46 per cent of the total for Lake
Superior to 92 per cent of the total for Lake Ontario.

Ontario’'s waterfowl habitat is closely linked to the
wetland areas of the province, which may be
described as highly saturated areas of land.
Wetlands include bogs, marshes, swamps and
shallow open water. The map opposite shows the
distribution of wetlands across the province, accord-

ing to the percentage of total area occupied by
wetlands. The far north of the province is clearly
seen to be the dominant wetland area of Ontario.

Classification of the importance of any area to water-
fowl takes account of the specific requirements to
support waterfowl and the capability of the area to
meet these requirements. Availability of appropriate
food and water, suitable vegetation or landforms and
sufficient space is the prime consideration. Land
capability mapping was prepared on this basis for
southern Ontario and parts of Northern Ontario in
1977, and those areas classified as having signifi-
cant importance for migration or for wintering water-
fowl have also been shown on the map. The nor-
thern and eastern shorelines of the North Channel,
the Georgian Bay portions of Lake Huron, together
with the northern shoreline of the St. Lawrence River,
are the most significant areas in this classification.

Duck hunting is a very important recreational ac-
tivity in wetland areas throughout the province, at-
tracting hunters from both inside and outside the
province.
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26 — Ontario’s Future Use of Water

In the previous pages of this section, current water
use in Ontario has been reviewed and estimates of
future “withdrawal” water use have been presented.
The recently published studies by Environment
Canada and the International Great Lakes Diver-
sions and Consumptive Uses Study Board indicate
that future demand for Ontario’s water will increase
by about 5 per cent every year. Estimates of future
consumption of water are said to be sufficient to
lower the level of some of the Great Lakes by 12
to 34 cm (4.7 in. to 134 in.) in 50 years time. This
type of reduction could have significant economic
consequences.

Future water demand figures for other areas of
Canada such as the southern portions of the prairie
provinces indicate that the available reliable water
supply is barely adequate to meet present
demands. The extent to which water conservation
techniques may reduce future demand are not
known. However, some reduction should be possi-
ble given the recent success of energy conserva-
tion measures in reducing energy consumption.

Published estimates of future “in situ” water use are
not extensive. However, a consideration of past and
present trends has led to some indication of the ex-
pected future use of “in situ” water.

In the case of hydroelectric power generation, the
considerable extent of undeveloped capacity in
Ontario has been discussed. Between 1975 and
1982 there was only a minimal increase in installed
hydroelectric generating capacity, and energy pro-
duction actually dropped by a small amount. This
is in sharp contrast to the very substantial increases
in thermal power installed capacity and energy pro-
duction over the same period. According to a report
by Energy, Mines and Resources Canada, no fur-
ther increases in hydroelectric power generating
capacity in the province are proposed before 1993.

As for commercial shipping, a recent study by Acres
Consulting Services/Data Resources forecasts total
shipping increases of 40 to 50 per cent between
1980 and 2000.

Ontario’'s population is forecast to increase by about
30 per cent between 1981 and 2000. Consequent-
ly, water-based recreational activities can be ex-
pected to increase over this period by about 30 per
cent. Future water-oriented recreational activity is
probably estimated most simply by relating it directly
to population, but this assumes negligible changes
both in leisure time per person and in current pat-
terns of use of recreational facilities.

Since sport fishing is a recreational activity, the same
considerations would lead to a predicted 30 per
cent increase in sport fishing activity by the year
2000. In the case of commercial fishing, some ex-
pansion of the industry can be expected between
1980 and 2000, based on extrapolations of historic
data compiled by the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources.

In spite of the fact that improved treatment of
wastewater prior to discharge to receiving water
bodies will likely occur, the “in situ” use of surface
water for waste assimilation can be expected to con-
tinue in the future with substantial population
growth. Urban development will inevitably place
new pressures on local receiving streams, par-
ticularly those with limited assimilative capacities.
This will require appropriate and efficient wastewater
management practices, so as to ensure that surface
water of similar quality is available for all “withdrawal”
and “in situ” uses.
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